
 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Gray Media to Debut New National Anthem Rendition Across All Stations 

Atlanta, Georgia – October 15, 2024 ... Gray Media (NYSE: GTN) is proud to announce the 

release of a new National Anthem rendition, which will begin airing across all Gray television stations 

starting Tuesday, October 15, 2024.  This special performance honors the long-standing tradition of 

broadcasting the National Anthem daily, while shining a spotlight on the talent and dedication of younger 

generations.  The video features a powerful performance by a youth orchestra, accompanied by a soloist 

who is one of Gray Media’s own employees. 

“This project represents both the future and the foundation of our nation,” said Hilton H. Howell, 

Jr., Chairman and CEO of Gray Media.  “This is one of the most wonderful countries anywhere in the 

world, and we should be proud of it.  One of the things that we focus on as local broadcasters is our local 

communities, but that also means our national community.  The new video is a fitting way to bring us all 

together.” 

Several Gray Media companies contributed to the performance.  The video is the first Gray 

production recorded at Assembly Studios, state-of-the-art sound stages that are owned by Gray and 

located in Atlanta, Georgia.  At the heart of the performance is vocalist Sydney Jack, who is the 

Operations Coordinator at Assembly Studios.  Gray Media is the majority owner of Swirl Films, which 

served as co-producer for the Star-Spangled Banner. 

 

Click here to view this special performance > > >  https://youtu.be/QCwFNn5Wq9o 
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The youth orchestra featured in the video includes some of the most talented players based 

around Metro Atlanta.  “Working with the next generation of talented musicians is an honor,” said 

Jonathan and Amy Wright, Musician Contractors, and Talent Coordinators.  “The students, led by 

Conductor Michael Giel, played with their hearts and their passion is evident.” 

 “This video holds a special place in our hearts.  By including a youth orchestra and one of our 

own employees, we not only celebrate the tradition of the National Anthem but also highlight the 

incredible talent and diversity within our company and across the country,” Gray’s Chief Operating 

Officer Sandy Breland said.  “It’s an uplifting and unifying moment that we are excited to share with our 

viewers.”   

Gray Media revived the tradition of playing the National Anthem on its stations every day in 

2019.  That video featured opera-trained singer Reina Özbay, who was nine years old at the time of the 

recording.  

About Gray: 

Gray Media, or Gray, is a multimedia company headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, formally 

known as Gray Television, Inc. The company is the nation’s largest owner of top-rated local television 

stations and digital assets serving 113 television markets that collectively reach approximately 36 percent 

of US television households. The portfolio includes 77 markets with the top-rated television station and 

100 markets with the first and/or second highest rated television station, as well as the largest Telemundo 

Affiliate group with 43 markets totaling nearly 1.5 million Hispanic TV Households. The company also 

owns Gray Digital Media, a full-service digital agency offering national and local clients digital 

marketing strategies with the most advanced digital products and services. Gray’s additional media 

properties include video production companies Raycom Sports, Tupelo Media Group, and PowerNation 

Studios, and studio production facilities Assembly Atlanta and Third Rail Studios. Gray owns a majority 

interest in Swirl Films. For more information, please visit www.graymedia.com. 
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