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NEWS RELEASE  

 

Gray Launches Media Training Center to Enhance Industry Diversity  

and Train the Next Generation of Media Leaders 

 

Washington, DC – February 16, 2022. . . Gray Television, Inc. (“Gray,” “we,” or “our”) 

(NYSE: GTN) today announced plans to create the Gray Media Training Center in partnership 

with WLBT, our top-ranked NBC affiliate in Jackson, Mississippi.  

 

The revolutionary media training program will prepare students for today’s unique 

operating environment, while simultaneously improving diversity, equity, and inclusion in 

media.  The Center will educate and train students who attend Mississippi colleges and 

universities, with a focus on Historically Black Colleges and Universities in the state, namely 

Jackson State, Alcorn State, Mississippi Valley State, Rust College and Tougaloo College. 

 

Students who are selected to participate in the Center’s programs will learn today’s best 

practices for broadcast and digital journalism.  They also will receive hands-on training in 

production, sales, operations, IT, engineering, coding and marketing.  Training Center fellows 

will create a weekly public affairs show that will be shot, edited, produced, directed and hosted 

by students.  A newly created position of Media Training Center Operations Manager will 

oversee the program.  

 

“We want to teach and train the students of today in a real-world environment, so they 

can become the future leaders of our industry for decades to come,” said Gray Executive 

Chairman and CEO Hilton H. Howell.  “We’re excited about this project and the opportunities it 

will create for students and for our industry.” 

 

Gray selected WLBT to house and run the Center in recognition of the vast changes that 

have occurred at that station.  More than 50 years ago, the FCC revoked the station’s broadcast 

license because its then-licensee failed to serve the public interest and specifically failed to serve 

the Black community in the Jackson area. 

 

“We are truly honored to host this training facility,” said WLBT Vice President and 

General Manager Ted Fortenberry. “For the past several decades, WLBT has been a local 

institution that affirmatively serves the entire local community.  Starting this year, the WLBT 

team and resources will be directly involved in expanding opportunities in media for Mississippi 

students and especially for students of the state’s HBCUs through cutting-edge, immersive 

training programs right here in Jackson.” 

 

The Gray Media Training Center is expected to officially launch when it hosts its first 

internship group in conjunction with the start of the fall semester in late August.  Gray 

anticipates an investment of more than one million dollars to create the training center this year. 
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About Gray: 

 

Gray Television, Inc. is a multimedia company headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia. We are 

the nation’s largest owner of top-rated local television stations and digital assets in the United 

States that serve 113 television markets reaching approximately 36 percent of US television 

households.  This portfolio includes 79 markets with the top-rated television station and 101 

markets with the first and/or second highest rated television station.  We also own video program 

companies Raycom Sports, Tupelo Honey, and PowerNation Studios, as well as Third Rail 

Studios.  In addition, we hold significant investments in Swirl Films, Circle Network, Syncbak, 

and Envy Gaming. 

Gray Contacts:   

Website:  www.gray.tv  

Contact: Sandy Breland, Senior Vice President, 504-352-4019 
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